Tip Sheet - Autism


Autism

The Triad of Impairments
The “triad of impairments” affects different individuals in different ways. Below are some of the effects of autism.
Communication 
A person with autism can be affected in any of the following ways:
· use little facial expression
· use little gesture
· may have little or no speech, or be quite verbal
· repeat or echoes words or phrases (without necessarily understanding them)
· have difficulty understanding word meanings
· understand and use words/phrases literally
· have difficulty following/maintaining a conversation with others
· as a child show lack of pretend play
· have difficulty thinking hypothetically/abstract terms
· have poor concept of time and limited ability to think about events in the future.
Social Interaction
                                              A person with autism may:
· [image: image1.wmf]make unusual use of eye contact      (none at all, too much)
· appear unresponsive to people
· have difficulty using social smile
· appear to like being alone
· seek social contact in unusual ways
· use a adult’s hand as tool
· have difficulty playing turn-taking games
· pay little attention to the needs

     or feelings of others; and/or
· shows lack of understanding of social rules.
Behaviour (restricted interests; repetitive behaviour; flexibility in thinking)
A person with autism may:
· respond to objects/toys in an unusual and repetitive way
· show intense level of interest in one area (e.g. Thomas the Tank, Dr Who)
· like to listen/watch the same thing over and over
· be unable to understand that an object could be used for more than one purpose
· like sameness/ routine
· show difficulty coping with change
· engage in repetitive behaviours (hand flapping; spinning)
· shows poor grasp of generalisation.
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