Personalised Residential Support Research commences

14 May 2010

NDS WA in partnership with Curtin University and the Developmental Disability Council has commenced Phase II of the Personalised Residential Support (PRS) Project.

While many examples of personalised accommodation services have been established in Western Australia over the last few decades, little evidence is available to support people to understand and develop the quality of these arrangements.

'Personalised residential supports' is used to refer to a range of individualised and personalised approaches to accommodation support for individual people with a disability, as distinct from the more well known range of approaches in which people with a disability receive shared accommodation support. 

Phase I of the PRS research project involved the development of an information framework outlining the nature, purposes, and outcomes of personalised residential supports from the perspective of key stakeholder groups, including people with a disability, family members, and service providers.

Phase II of the research project aims to provide guidance to operationalise the PRS framework (established in Phase I) into an evaluation tool. The first task, of identifying indicators for the Themes and Attributes, will begin in May.

The evaluation tool will enable stakeholders to make judgments and decisions that align with the key principles and characteristics of person-centred accommodation support. The establishment of quality base-lines will allow service development to be measured over time and will give stakeholders a greater understanding of service quality and identifying where effort needs to be placed for improvement.
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